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World Council and Missionary Council 
BOE SE he ONE ie SS Se es 


At Madras (1938) and at Saint-Germain (1939) the Internation- 
al Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches set up a gee 
Committee of which Dr John Rk, Mott is the Chairinan,. Two mes ULnet ss 
that Committee have been held, one at Geneva in Pebruary 1946, the 
other at Buck. Hill Falls, Pennsylvania (U.S.A6) 16 = 18 April rhe 
The Committee is advisory only and its resolutions are oe i i 
confirmation by the two organisations, but it has proved ae . i. e 
an indispensable instrument in "the process of drawing ere y 
closer together" these two ecumenical bodies. — This has Saab dr 
evident that one of the principal recommendations of the uc ; sa 
Falls meeting was that "in the further working out of a ee 
policies affecting coordination and common action there S irs ee 
joint committee which should be consultative and not ag oeecape 
in character except for such specific tasks as the two bodies y 
ascien “to iv." | 
Through the recommendation of a sub-committee on ci ee 
ships, of which Dr $,M. Cavert was Chairman, an action se eee 
which emphasised that the ae ee Sault aot ta, ene cae 
Gouncil and the World Counci of Pak A Be. ited Mia xe 
event in the field of erganisation ; that ae in i t ee 
these two organisations is as vital as their si iee b. Here 
j gration is not deemed to be immediately desira e, but E 
Retest further effective cooperation in ee ee 
are complementary ecumenical eouncils. In ayers ote rhiberiah 
identity. of purpose and concern Tox the eveneSt she Aer, es F 
it wasproposed that "the principle of sae a Sea at 
acknowledgment in the mutual use of the follewing titles: 


i issi il in Association with 
The International Missionary Council ; 
the World Council of Churches - and The World Vouncil of Churches 
in Association with the International Missionary CouncaL; 


i E is re lation cannot become 
+ is recognised that this recommendé : hd 
effective oun approved by the Committee a oes eae ane 
tert i i i é Ltby (Canada) 1 ’ 
i neil, wbich will meet at Whit | 
dee desenvly of the World Council of Churches, which will meet at 
Amsterdam in 1948." 
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The Joint Committees also dealt with the question of member- 
ship in the World Council of Churches of the Younger Churches, 
Dr #.F, Goodsell was the Chairman of this sub-committee. Further 
glarification was achieved of the criteria by which Churches become 
eligible for membership and a considerable number of Younger Churches 
were proposed for such membership. 


A third sub-committee, under the chairmanship of Dr A. 
Koechlin, brought forward important proposals, which were adopted, 
having to do with cooperative enterprises. The most significant and 
far reaching appreved in principle a recommendation to the two bodies 
to establish a joint office in Fast Asia of the Werld Council of 
Churches and the International Missionary Council, the need for which 
was originally expressed by the National Christian Councils of India 
and China, "The proposal is designed to help the Churches in East 
Asia to develop a sense of their interdependence, to provide them 
with an agency for pooling their experience, and for sharing both 
spiritual inspiration and practical technique, and to help them to 
participate fully in the life of the Ecumenical Church." 


Other cooperative enterprises were endorsed which have to 
do with study and research, youth, reconstruction and inter-Church 
e.g, invernavional atrairs. 


Members of the Joint Committee were present from China, 
Korea, Mexico, India, the United States, Great Britain and other 
huropean countries, Pere. ene vea 


United Witness on Whitsunday 


For the seventh year in succession a united service of inter: 
national Christian witness will be held in Westminster Abbey, London, 
Cieveivsuncay Moy 25,80 5 p.m. On the ‘invitation of the Dean oF 
Westminster, pastors and chaplains of continental and overseas 
Churches, with representatives of the British Churches, will take 
port in a procession of witnesss. . The British. Council of Churches 
has suggested to-local councils of Churches that the holding of 
Similar united services in provincial centres would be an appropriate 
act of fellowship on Whitsunday afternoon. 


In Geneva, a service will.be held in the Cathedral of Saint 
Pierre, at which Dr W,A, Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the 
WorlG Covmeii of Churches, will preach, Pastor Wyler, of the Re- 
Formed Church of Geneva, Dr S. Michelfelder, of the lutheran Church 
(U.S,A.), Rev, M. Thomas, of the Mar Thoma Church, Travancore (India), 
Dr A. Freudenberg, of the Iutheran Church of Germany, Rev. Eric M. 
Doncean, ‘or the Church of Scotland, and Rev. Cecil Williams, of the 
Chureh of England, will take part, 


The service in Geneva will be broadcast by ‘nee By, Dea Eu 


epee ho owaes bine) = 7.45 = 8.25 p.m. (British eee summer-= 
Ame)» E.P.S, Geneva 


nollie by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1947-05-02 14 17 


lio. sa - May ae LOA -3- 110 


A New Course at the Ecumenical Institute 

Another course has started at the Ecumenical Institute at 
Bossey, near Geneva. Christian youth leaders from 20 countries, in- 
cluding such a distant country as South Africa, began their six weeks 
worse On youth mroblems on April 23rd. 


Unlike the previous two courses for Laymen and theological 
students for which students were entirely selected by church agencies 
connected with the World Council, this session has had 20 of its 40 
students selected by three other international Christian youth 
eeencics, namely, the World's Y.W.C,A., the World Alliance of Y.M,.C.A.s 
and the World's Student Christian Federation. Each Wednesday after- 
noon the youth leaders will go to Geneva to visit the headquarters of 
their respective sponsoring organisation in order to learn about its 
work, 

Dr Walter M, Horton of Oberlin University, Oberlin (U.S.A, ) 
Will be one of the lecturers on Christian world movement. Under his 
deedership, the youth leaders will discuss @ number of questions on 
the programme of the Oslo Conference. Prof. Hmil Brunner of Switzer- 
fend will lecture on “The Christian Message", Among other Lecturers 
ere lr MM, Bover of Switzerland on “Psychology of Youth", Prof. spire 
ef Germany on "Church, School and State", and Canon H. Herklots of 
Gréat Britain on "Programmes and Methods of Youth Work", A special 
Symposium is planned on "Christianity, Socialism and Cemmunism". 
Bable studies will be prominent in the course, 


ime purpose of the course is to give the students the 
opportunity to exchange experiences of methods and problems of Christ- 
gan youth work,.to reflect on their own experiences, to examine the 
relationship of their work to the general task of the Churches and 
ef whe ecumenical movement in these times, and, above all, to deepen 
Pcir onm undersvanding of the Christian faith and the Bible, 
E.P.5. Geneva 


Health Cure for Pastors Through the World Council 
on  Cnurcnes 


In order to meet the many requests received Irom diifereny 
countries, the-Reconstruction Department of the World Council of 
Churches has made arrangements for a health cure for sick pastors and 
ehurch workers, whose health has suffered owing to the war and sub- 
sequent conditions. Wherever possible, the patients will be helped 
in their own countries through their own Reconstruction Committees 
and through provision of special food parcels and medicements if ne- 
Pessary , from the Reconstruction Department, Other cuses, recommend- 
ed by the competent Reconstruction Committee, will bé taken care of 
by the Health Committee of the Reconstruction Depertment in Geneva. 
This Committee has been working under the leadership of the Rev. Godte 
Hedenquist, Swedish pastor, since the beginning of this year and some 
hundred requests are already being dealt with, Mr, Hedenguist states 
that almost all "giving" Churches are supplying this work financially. 
The Churches of Switzerland, Sweden and Denmark have also made great 
efforts to recsive pastors, members of pastors! families and church 
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workers for a rest cure, Twenty tubercular 
pastors have been invited to Sweden for a year's cure in sanatoria. 
Other tubercular pastors and church workers have been, and are to be 
invited to Switzerland through the Health Committee, on thc recommenda- 
tion of the competent Church Reconstruction Committee, 


some hundreds of pastors, members of pastors! families and 
other church workers, who are not ill with tuberculosis, but who are 
in need for a rest cure in congenial surroundings, have already been 
invitea to Switzerland and Sweden; Denmark will be receiving seventy 
of these pastors and teachers from different countries in August or 
pepuember. The latter will also have the opportunity of meeting 
scandinavian theological professors at a course to be held in September 
an a Folk High School in Denmark. : 


In order to facilitate the task of receiving pastors and 
church workers in Switzerland, the Health Committee of the Recon- 
struction Department, in cooperation with the Relief Committee of 
the Evangelical Churches in Switzerland, has bought the Hotel Aeberli 
at the Lago Maggiore, in the Tielien-spealcine part of Switzerland, 

A rest home, now called "Case Locarno" is to be opened here on July 
ist, to-accomodate thirty guests in need for a rest, who will thus be 
enabled to spend a month or six weeks in beautiful surroundings, with 
Z00d food and -in an ecumenical milieu. The Health Committee also 
sees a great ecumenical value in the bringing together of pastors 
fool Many Giiierent countries Tor. short periods, In years to come 
this home may become self-supporting, the pastors paying their own 
expenses, and in this way "Casa Locarno" aaa become a new milestone 


Poe une ecumenical task, E.P,9. Geneva 
NETHRRLANDS Youth im the Chiumech 


iS the invitation of the 'Youne Church" in Bolland anc G76 
pee Council. of Church Youth, nearly 80 leaders and delegates of 
Church youth work in different countries met at Oosterbeek ae pee 
Prom sprid 9 ~ 12-1947, They came From the following countri 
Hungary, Norway, Sweden, Scotland, Switzerland and Wales. The i 
ference vassed the following resolutions, 


Wine geeus Christ the lord ealle ell mimanity to His 
phureh, Ihe spite of the fact that many are turning away from the 
Church Sees are at present many new opportunities, as many eens 
people are awakening to a new realisation of the Christian messag 
The fact aoe in many countries young people are joining Church ate 

Proups 1S & prooi that these opportunities are being taken up by the 
newly-ewakened Oh aielgey sien Some of them have had no previous connection 
with national or interne ee youth organisations but many have been 
brought to the knowledge of the significance of the Church through 
Poe velue. co. tneiy work, Just as the visible communities are united 
Patri st there exists also 42 unity of youth-across the frontiers of 
Pei vyer1ous Countries, Jt is important, therefore, to give ex- 
Peessi0n to their unity, so as to enable Church youth to act and 
Speak in unison regarding their special needs and possibilities, 
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¢e- This union is to comprise all those who commit them- 
selves to the Church, even though they might have begun to build wo 


international relations through other organisations. 


{i A sila Tae eel . - . - 
9e~ Through this union the communities shall be strengthen- 


ed and the unity of the Church shall be made more and more apparent 
to a world which is gradually turning away from God, 


"4,- This unity of the Church youth of different countries 
shall be proclaimed through the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches and it is to be hoped that when its constitution is final- 
ly ratified the Churches will appoint representatives of their most 
active Youth Organisations on its staff. 


"The representatives of the Church Youth Organisations know 
their special obligation of tackling the urgent problems of our time 
and are fully awere that their solution can only be cxpected with the 
help of the Churches." 


The Swiss “Council of ‘Church Youth gave-an invitation for a 
Similar conference to meet in the Spring of 1948 and various practical 
plans for exchange of literature, invitations, etc, were discussed. 
H.P.o, Geneva 


DENMARK Be oute vo Ghe Wheate hing * Chris ven 

ine hey, Henry Carter, Chairman of the Refugees Commission 
Preore Vorlcd Vourcilot Churches, which held its last meeting in vo- 
penhagen (see B.P.S,No.16) and the offieers of the Commission were 
Pecertyeo by the lave Kine Christian xX. -Mr, Carter, in an open letter 
to “The Times" (London, April 23, 1947) writes: 


"The audience, probably the last accorded by his Majesty to 
foreign visitors, was marked by en incident which it seems appropriate 
to record in this time of grateful remembrance of the King's devotion 
so the common good. One of our four representatives was Propst Gruber 
(of Germany) who was liberated from Dachau concentration camp by the 
Alji1es8 and is now a member-of the Berlin Town Council. AS we awaited 
the moment of reception Propst Grtiber asked me, as chairman of the 
Commission, whether he might have opportunity to thank the King for 
the. care which Denmark had given to nearly 200,000 German war 
fugitives from the Baltic ports, who reached Copenhagen in 1945 while 
Denmark was still under Nazi occupation. King Christian, despite 
manifest physical weakness, graciously assented to the request which 
T ventured to make. What followed is surely significant at this hour. 
Propst Grtiber, speaking in German, said: 


'T am deeply moved by having the honour of being received 
today by your Majesty. Being the first German allowed to appear be- 
fore your Majesty after the collapse, it is my heartfeal duty to ask 
forgiveness, on behalf of my nation, for all that my nation has in- 
Fiicted on the Danish nation, and of which I know 1 bear my share of 
guilt. This guilt is indeed so ‘great that men alone cannot bear and 
men alone cannot forgive it. It was with a heavy heart that I came 
+o Denmark, but also with a confident heart, knowing that I was .allow- 
ea to come as a Christian to fellow-Christians. JI also beg to give 
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expression to the grateful feelings all of us have for all that has 
been done by the Danish Government and the Danish nation for the 
homeless peoples. We well appreciate the difficulties involved in 
this work, I may humbly ask you to accept, with these thanks, the 
assurance that the men who are now bearing responsibility in nation 
and Ohurch in Germany, are firmly resolved to repair the sufferings 
brought into the world, and we request you to have confidence in — 
these men who are of good will. We need, all of us, individuals as 
well as nations, forgiveness, and we should like to remain united 
with the men to whom we have done wrong, in.prayings. Forgive ue our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass azainst us,' 


"King Christian, who answered in German, said, 'I believe 
you are sincere, and that it is from your heart and not only from 
your lips'.- Then, turning to us, he said in English, 'Are there many 
more Germans like him?! JI replied, !There are many leaders of the 
German Evangelical Church, your Majesty, who would say and mean the 
same', The King, with a smile, said, 'Then I must tell my Foreign 


Minister that they can come and see me!," E,P.5, Geneva 
Rgds els A Significant Statement 


A statement of the Presidium of the United Council of the 
Baptist and Evangelical Christians of the U.S.5.R. issued during the 
Second half of 1946, addressed to the members of its constituency 
has now found its way to Geneva. The statement which is signed by 
the chairman of the Council, Y. Zhidkov, the two vice-chairmen, the 
treasurer and the general secretary, gives a survey on this important 
Protestant group in Soviet. Russia. 


Witness to Christian Unity.- Speaking of the three constituent bodies 
of the Council, the Baptist, the Evangelical Christians and the Pente- 
Bostois, “Wao snarce the Baptist religious principles of “resurrection 
and baptism", the statement affirms that they all share in harmonious 
work of the Kingdom of God in their beloved land. "We fervently 
Reem the, bord tore being-able te carry out His sacred. desire 'That 
all-may be one! and we would like to see this wish of His for unity 
among His children become close and dear to all Christian Churches 
throughout the world," 


The Preaching of the Pure Gospel.- The entire Protestant brotherhood 
painstakingly preserves the purity of the Evangelistic and Evangelic- 
al teaching, "The complete Gospel", they say, "is eur doctrine," 


ee 


The Preaching of Sanctification.- The spiritual depth, purity and 
sanctity of the Churches and their members - "this is what occupies 
first place in our educational work, We do not strive for numbers, 
Blthough we-take joy in the conversion of every sinner, Figures in- 
Serest us very little, and we are not especially concerned with 
statistics of our members... It seems to us that in many countries 
Christianity suffers with the restless spirit of Martha. We inculcate 
among our members the spirit of Mary - that is, the spirit of deep, 
mediteciyvo Ui iebien.ty, Which 1s acquired by her stay at the feet 

Be Clrcist." 
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The Spirit of Karly. Christianity.- "The simplicity of the early days 
of Christianity is our ideal, “and we strive for it in all our life 
end work,,., Wost of our ble essings me PeGel ved Tov In Luxurious and 
costly houses of prayer but in simple rooms of the type of the Jeru- 
salem chamber... We pray unceasingly that our Russian Evangelical 
Churches may not deviate from the simplicity of early Christianity." 


Carry on God's Work with our own Means.- "It is our principle to carry 
on God's work in our country with our own means. The observance of 
unis rule has developed in our Russian Churches the spirit of self- 
less physical service. Our brothers and sisters have learned to 
sacrifice not only everything within their power, but even beyond 
their power, In this respect our Churches resemble the Macedonian 
Churches, The generosity of our believers finds expression in large 
offerings which cover all the.needs of the work of God in ovr country." 


Religious Freedom.~ The statement then affirms that the Protestant 
Broup in the U.5,.8.R. has "complete sex Be ona he Alar to carry out 
its activity day after day. Because of this freedom we have a flour- 
ishing spiritual life in our Churches, There is a great fire that 
burns in the hearts of our believers. The Gospels are preached free- 
ly, and thousands of sinners repent and turn to Christ, There is not 
ersingle Church of ours which does not have its conversions, We have 
information that during “the first half of the summer 1946 already 
thirty thousend newly converted souls were baptised," 


A journal "Bratsky Vestnik" (Brotherly News), the Bible, 
the New Testament and books of spiritual songs are being published 
and “we shall continue to publish these until we have satisfied all 
need for this material." 


The Baptist and Evangelical Christians are also doing a 
ey iveable Work, “Regular monthly offerings are made in all our 
Prucches Tor the children. of BORAGE S who died during the war, 
These offerings provide large funds." 


The statement closes with these words; “Accept this letter 
Sr ours as fraternal news of those who love you and pray tor you, 
wour brothers and sisters in the belief in Jesus Christ, who are 
scattered over the boundless expanses of our Soviet Union," 
#,P,S, Geneva 


GERMANY The Reformed League and the Reorganisation 
OL Gihhe teKa ls 


On March 14, 1947 the "Moderamen of the Reformed Leaguc of 
Germany" met in Detnold, and dealt with a series of questions relat- 
ing to the envisaged order of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


With regard to the confessionalConventions, the Moderamen 
considers a settlement on the following lings to be the only possible 
Pues "The Synods are to decide, as the head of the Church, in all 
Matters with the Synodals of ay confessions. 

"The Synodal members of the separate confessions can come 


together during the Synodal discussions for special discussions (con- 
vYentions). If a consideration is made valid by its basis on Holy 


¥ . ea Da atin elo, | 
j _—_ thd ' p & 
LL - ‘_ 
—- “eynb. ito « eit te” yetotiqute san? \ atbasttet pied 39 
. ete xpo fie al $2 th oviata: aw Bas ; SoD. pm Bl Ye: Fara 


“has epofumcil at ton hevieoer aw akakeeols aro to facie” <s cst a 
> MEPEOS | ody “ko emit sit to emoox slawte of dred THysTq tp @eanod VI 
epotls Qs veL fiefasun yo tans vVisaisucony yee sW x. «. vtedneioy a < 

* yiiaeisa Pwo “ites To yttoifqaic « eid mosy ne Daten Tork, Myst amis FAT 


extso oF oigtonbrd suo BE $I” «,areals nid eyo ith 1-6 ow. 10 aes 3 

a Bo senuvres Ne off eriesm ovo “iyo udtiwv Wrrageo Wis 5 row & pe om 
Sh to: thukge att padsunO pereaeti uro- nk. Beqoleyeh aat oltre’ 
‘ot BeirmeLl svat ercsteie Bae erotitexd wO  ,oolvace Daoke 


- = broyed neve tad ,soweq stent alnviw anidiyrevs ¢ido for, 08 
““cpstsobsosl ent slditseey-sanorsd ico teoqest eidy of yer . mat 
a jarcat ei A piree ai abst? e@isvotio’ iw %% yYtieoxenos sat ere 


ptECO eo ak bod 20. Sow = To, sbesa ent Lis teva fio triw- eanb3 


GatestoS ane ‘Fads emeek tt sais Tirudis tev¢ ott ww, mobos tt 21 gia es 
dro Wire of mobsst? avobaifot otoutqnoo” ear \H,Geceu 6 aSOs 
fe oVad ow apbes¥t atid to ecstanes ab qetta. yah uiiites € | 
Pode STH? fects # «i ove? .o6fenmn syo mt etkl feovitige amet es 
mS beresstr ats akeqeoe ont ,ereveliesd wo to atteed oft ih a 
ef gvon?- svelte oF tech bas deevet svtennke To abusavod> bre 
i o¥%- ,enoterevnace eti-evad ton noob Notte exeo To dowwtHid oLsnken Y 
“aeeers OBE ‘Tomiie sit ro ten SStls ofle Beebe Te nok¥sarro% 
i ms aktosd orow alton Estcovnon ylwen iraavott> yt 


wae ees 
: gsi tte oxi Fs whol yLtsate Ove } Sito eav vistass® *Ebsrtneg eS Be ua 3 
; Potiahicng » giiisd sts. esace feutiniss -to,.cjilood ‘has tromstese se 
ffs boitaiv a eved ew tds snort nelicug of cumttnoo fisde- 


* fatreten atit ‘sot t 


=, “a YMtoh eais sis pres hte guid isoiispaeva Hos. Jaliqed sat 
Po tm. ffs aiocbam ove canbuctic yfatne: xefuask"  ottow efdat 
oie oe og edt ant bash bath ory axekhioe To methLiso sid aot 26 
er. "sb? exiel obivewy 2 ee 


og atds ry pai row scr iviw aeaolo tmemavate sit _ i“ 
-4Hoy tot. yatad Hus sor svol onw osed? to awom Lanretsit ss) etie 

Sts ontw —tetntd avaut aut totfod eit mt avetede bois oe 
a : Sesotnt Solves suo fo asartaqxe: ees si busrod oot tove i: 4k 
: AYSouD eee 


san 


= 


rx) 
~M 


- Te ‘swaped bowtoted edt to sroctaxebom" iit: VaeLl. ae docam ‘nO, : 
— . stelox ancktavcp to sett # dtiv Heot bos ,Shomtel nt ten ee 
: 9 (ES) Asian aes 2) ok cowedd lasilesacva eit to webio bonseivats oat 8 


HomaTsHoM uF , as aoitastno Uheat eee titoe ont of: buayot. ate 

elileesq iro ait oo Of Bont! gatwoflo} ontih 10 tromalttse: e btes sie 
Sis gh loud). odd Yo beod Si Ge) obhook ost oxs spony hale | 
oY anolaee tien ff Te al Fie 


 OReo MAN sanohkssetaoo otateqea adit to eapdiom. 
soo) axofeavoats [etooqa tot anoteavoehh Jaber 
< | Yok sto: aiead if * on gh ebam MW ei ¥ 
a 


No. 17 = May 2, 1947 “Bo 115 


Scripture, the decision can only be supported by the mutual recogni- 
tion of God's Word through brotherly discussion, A mere reference 

to the formulation of a confessional writing or a confessional tradi- 
tion is inadequate in the Church of the Word," 


This basis drawn up for the Synods was also applied to the 
future Church mecting of the E,K.D. in a special declaration. The 
question was Tacad, mhether every confessional Convention is to have 
a right of veto. cont dine GO GnLS: pre es Lt “hike Cony On von 66 
decides in particular cases the Chure Rep oualy bidden to listen to- 
gether to Holy Scripture and to pray that they may receive a common 
word for the E.K.D. as that received at Barmen. But the exclusion 
of this possibility in advance by a standing order means the assump- 
tion that the awthority of Holy Scripture does not apply to the Church 
Assembly as such, means curtailing the freedom and authority of Holy 
Scripture by the confession," 


The Moderamen also dealt with "the recent attempts at basing 
the unity of the E,K.D. on the Augsburg Confession" and reached the 
following resolution: "The Augsburg Confession has never been valid 
in important sections of the Reformed Church in Germany. .Apart from 
the Reformed Churches of Lower Hesse, the Augsburg Confession is in 
peec ice a Lutheran Confessional statement which can be interpreted 
Poeoie bel ormed Sense, Dut in’ this case’ must ber subjected to modifica- 
move (article 10). In any case 10 is not a symbolic book which 26 
binding on the confessional groups of the #E.XK.D. 


LSe nou possible for the Reformed Churches to raise the 
Augsburg Confession now to the’ status of a symbolic book which is 
binding om all (as we are asked to do), because of their confessional 
divergency from the Confessio Augustane and also because of the limita- 
Eons sen by their own history and origin.” 

Pineliy 2t is explained. in a Purther statement on’ the dreiy 
of the Constitution of the United Evangelical Inuthcoran Church (VELKD) 
(sec H,P.S. No. 13/14): “When the unity of the German Evangelical 
Church was in mortal danger during the years behind us, Lutherans, 
Reformed and United were at one in confessing Jesus Christ as the one 
Word of God which we have to listen to, and which we have to trust and 
to opey in life and in death, Thus the ene link became» visible 
which holds together the Evangelical Church in Germany as the league 
of the Confessing Churches, 


'S4+nee then the Declaration of Barmen is the 'unavoidable 
theological basis! of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


tthe draft for the constitution of the VELKD which has now 
been published avoids this theological basis of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, it does not say a word about it, nor does it re- 
penise in any other way thet 1t 12s in accordance’ with the Declara- 
Mion. Rather doses thé draft stand in direct opposition to that 
Declaration." H.P.S. Geneva 
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Just as this issue was ready to be mailed the following 
reports from the meeting of the Provisional 1.1 Committee at Buckhill 
Falls, Pa., U.S.A. were received. Because of their importance 
they are being added immediately to this issue. 


Ee . General ocaloment fro Dr, W.A. Visser 1b Hooft, 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 


fhe meeting of the Provisional Committee of the World 
wolnel tT 61 sChurchies nelé at. Buekhill Valls (Apritncend ta 
ete) -—propably the last meeting of the full committes 
before the World Council is officially constituted at the 
1948 Assembly - was attended by 35 members from 15 
countries. The committee reviewed the work of the eleven 
Ccvarimente ol the World Council end took Important 
decisions with regard to the first Assembly, the nember- 
Sip. Of the Council and. the. relationships with. the 
international Missionary Council. 


It was cecided that the Assembly should meet at Amsterdan 
from August 22nd to September Sth 1948, croee ease ce 
the Pieces! the desire is expressed that the Assembly 
Will Pocus its attention on the rebirth of the Churches 
BeC Te-Ceolcavon ti The vuniuy or the -Talth.® -~The 
morning sessions will be devoted to the discussion of 

the main themes; the afternoon sessicns to the questions 
or const cuti On, programme and. ye re oT then Couneid. 

The Assembly will be attended by 450 official delegates 
anc by a limited number of constltants and representatives 
of youth. About GOO Visitors ’will) be admitted to’ the 
plenary sessions. 


The Committee expressed its satisfaction that a number of 
tne Hoe terh UPtnodos-Churches had already decided tea be 
Dll ici ei represented. at-the Assembly, and expressed 

he hope-that. representatives of the World Council will 
con beenDle. Go enter into full. conterence with repre= 
sentatives of the Moscow Patriarchate and decided to 

Send @e1ceee lions ta other Orthodox Churches in the Balkan 
COMMU Le Ss. Wetropell tem Theophilus of the hussian 
Orthodox Church in America and Metropolits in Athenagoras 
er the Gresik Orthodox Church in America visited Buckhili 
ese CoOMeommere wet wordid. Council leacers.. 


Ths Committee was attended by four of its members from 
the-younger Churches. It was cecided to invite a con- 
eideradble number of younger churches in addition to those 
already invited The oresend potal pr churches which 
have accepted igs melee Considerable advance was also 
made in relating the International Missionary Council and 
toes yorics Council of Churches to each other. LHe report 
pie Glen Oe comm tree Or these two pocies including the 
proposal to create a comiion tastern office in Asia was 


unanimously adopted. 
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2. # Cali to the Churches concernin iC Pars ‘S 
fhe World Council of Chur eee ete ions 


, 


In August 1948 the first Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches will take place at Amsterdam, and all the member Churches 
will send their delegates. We -are profoundly. thankiul that after 
dene Years ol separation, and so soon after the most devastating 
war in human history, the Chr istian Churches throughout the world 
Witt Giuesbe sable To express and to manifest .théeir spiritual unity, 


We know that this is due to no merit of our own, but is a 
Hitt, granted to the Christian Churches by our Lord Himself against 
anc beyond any human hope. Through the trials and persecutions 
of these last years, a new ccnsciocusness cf fellowship has been 
awakened and mace effective, and a flood of prayer has been re- 
igased, overflowing all Bes Bae barriers anc ns tional 


Pi akonists. We have learnec in a new way that "where one 
member suffers, all the i cabane sur rer wach its! And we have 
becro richly blessed by this experience. Thus we have every 
Pemson tO thank and praise God, “Who cnly doeth wondrous things.” 


Ube tes 2 vousne ss of Godl reminds us a1 potheot eur 

fees ponsipisi ty one cof our shortcomings, The main theme before 
the Assembly - "Man's Disorder and God's Design" - itself shows 
thay .the Churches of Christ have failed in preventing man's dis- 
pe anc will fail again, if we try to overecne iG withouteGodys 

ace, anc without a renewal of our own lives. We have fallen 
Bet DO im espeaking the Word of Christ and in doing His healing 
anc saving work, 


Dis 


Wiehe wie olescineg or God, this..Assembly csan.mark 3 new ex= 
perience of the glory of God, anc a new acceptance by Ghristians 
end Christien Churches of their PeSspoOnsi bidity Lor seeking con- 
tinually to bring the whole of human life and relaticns under the 
Kinegship of Christ. But before attempting to make a new start, 
we ought to understond why we failed, and recognizing the cause of 
eur failure, pieced that the fOOUnE Ss of God may lead us TOL eue 
repentance e Phe desiemn of Got: declares itself in the new en- 
vironment for our lives that has been created by the acts of God 


on Christy InsHis life, death, and resurrection, and in the 
ecning of -the Church, a new beginning has besn made in human 
histcry. What is old has gone, the new has come." PUG eeu ole 


erisis in the existence of mankind, we are co ompelled to confess 
that the ecntrast between the high calling of the Church and the 
visible institutions called Churches is cnly too evident. We 
have failed because we ourselves have been partakers in man's 
disorder, Our first end deepest need is net now organization, 
put the renewal, or rather the rebirth, of the actual Churches, 


May God grant that We may fear the call of the Spirit. 
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We confess that because of the divideress of the Churches, 
also, we have fallen short in the witness we should have borne to 


J, Gis a q is a] © “a4 iT ac a = ai” oa tbs | 4 >| 
eee ea ee ere Savadoa  é inc by their divisions the 
whole work of the Church , both in speech and in action, ‘suffers 
most grievous harm, We Long for the day when the Lord Jesus 


Christ shall recapture the Churches and, manifesting His glory, 
leac them to speak with cne clear voice and to act as those who - 
serve Him only as their Lord. In that unity we desire to join 
Sua Oroes-=to-do His work cf feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, visiting the prisoner and healing the sick, to learn and 
to preach His truth and grace, and thus to proclain His Kingdom, 


IV. 


he wWerid Council “er Churches is itself both a declaration 

of the spiritual unity of its mcomber Churches and a means through 
which they may express that, unity in action. Already more than a 
hundred Churches have sormec it from the Old and New Worlds, from 
Tne hast and the Nest -- a clear siren of the longing of the 
Churches for deeper ee ee Te CaPpeet. The Council stands cn 
feauun in our Lord “Jesus Christ as God “and Saviour and is a 
Ueilowship of Churches which accept that faith. It serves the 
Churches, and in no way seeks to legislate for them or ccntrol 
them. i asvares: Alvervan oxpressicn of unity in which ee 
enc Christian Churches, joyously aware of their oneness in Jesu 
pariso chear) Lord, “and pursuing an ever fuller realization of 
Poe sci in ting of need give help and comfort to.ones another, 
and at all times inspire ene exhort one another to live worthily 
 coeir common membership in’ the Body of Christ, It also seeks 
increasingly te enable the Cnurches LO. Lake” UN PCO Ct Lone? Ort Bie 
PU CLnerance ol, Unrist ts Kingdon. Wo Ftrmst, tists by Go ls Crace, 
eorough the meetings at Amsterdam, the World Council may be re- 
ee by the whole membership of the constituent Churches as 

Clear expression and a powerful instrument of their Téllowship. 


Teo reretorece Call ryrpon Ali Christians to soin: usein 
earnest prayer thatthe first. Assenbly of the World » Council of 
Orairches: tay De used. Gf God. fcr a rebirth. of the Churches, and:for 
wie re-ceciceticon in the unity of the faith jto the ecmnon task 
of proclaiming His Word and doing His work among all nations, 


Cr The’follcwing Statement was. adopted by the Provisional 
Committee.cf the World Council of Churches at its meeting at 
Buekhia? Falisi on April 25th, 1947. 


“8 ie worl Council -of “Churches ,.,composed .of Churches whith 
pernowlecgesJ6sus, Christ ias;God anc Saviour, owes its existence to 
Pie esire oll ibs menber Churches to express their unity ‘in Him, 
Mie Council seeks to promote this tnity amongs its menbers. and to 
serve them as an organ wherepy they may bear witness together to 
Pei recommom feith and co-operate in matters requiring united 
action. (ie sou ae Oe snc uusgim, however, to usurp: the. functions 


Wich peloneroc Los CONSTIMent members, nor in: any way to con- 
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Brol or legislate for these bcdies. Moreoever, while earnestly 
seeking ie “COropereronvanc (Unity cf all the Churches that accept 
its basis, the Council <disavews any-thought cf beccming a single 
Bivtpec church structure dominated, by a centralized adninistrative 
SUULNOri Ly « | 


IeeeChPristian unity for which the Council stands is of a 
Pez irerant crder. Pe surives alter € unity—in which Christians 
end Christian churches, jcyously aware of their cneness in Jesus 
Christ their Lbcord, and pursuing an ever fuller realizaticn and ex- 
pression of that oneness, shall in times of need give help and 
ecnrifcrt to cne ancther, anc at all times inspire and exhcrt one 
enc ther=toO dive wertnily of their ccommcn membership in the Body of 
Christ. : 


; With respect to public proncuncements, the Council regards 
es an essential part of its responsibility to address 10s cwh 
Poe vem tile reaim cil thought cr acticn, “net as having 
eoiinvon of their faith, but-as helpers cf their joy.” The 
Council Further considers itself responsible te Jesus Christ, the 
Head of the Church, to seek tc know the Will cf Gcd upon’ important 
issues which radically affect the Church and scciety, and there- 
efter, in the name cof Christ, in dvpendence upon the Holy Spirit, 
Po) in) ponitence. anc faith, to call upen Churches, ecvernments cr 
Memein general, as the situatign may. require, tc deal with a given 
Mieceriea! issue, in the mame cf Christ and im the light of God's 
reyelaticn in Jesus Christ the Lord. 


B.P.S. Geneva. 


hes i The Lave DisicpIrerry, 

Mie death ct Bishop Dr. James DeWclt Perry, the former 
presiding bishop of the Prctestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. 
Gee peen ceeply felt in many ccuntries. The cifferent churches 
Nave expressed their regrets in appreciative descripticns of his 
Poe Ubi ened in -UneiP ‘respective. papers. 

Tie Provestant Episcopal Church im the U.S.A. has Lost in 


fem a jJeacer of internaticnal ‘standing. Dr, Perry received inver- 
Maticnal attenticn in 1933, when as Presiding Bishop he led a 
Pemmacsien to the Orient tc study missicns there. Uren Ris Te= 


turn he challenged the aceguacy cf the repcrt, "Rethinking Missicns", 
which hac been published the previcus year by the Laymen's Foreign 
[essicg Incuiry, a COmiigsicn financed by Mr. Jonn’ D. Rockere lien, 
Jn. Dr. Perry déclared that the criticism cf the inquiry had been 
tmieLtre and hasty. 

Oncther great werk cf Bishop Perry's thet will always be 
renenbered_is in the realm cf the revnicn cf Christencon. His 
enterest tm ¢his work led tc his appeintment as vice-president 
ane chairman cf the Executive Ccmmittee cf the Commissicn on PaLcn 
and Order. While ecncerned with -all effcrts tcward reunicn, 
Bishop Perry was particulsrly active im necatlapicnes witheditierent 
branches of the Hastern Urthcdcx Church. pacer on etoworhe F 
means cf acquiring exact infcrmaticn anc Maintaining cordial rex 
leticns, he had the help cf his Committee cn Béclesiastical Re- 
iacrene. appointed by himself as Presiding Bishop. 

Berwin Geneva 


i 
a 
sa 
= SS 
i 
e 
4 ’ 
~ 5 + 
= P 7 
; : J wr 
{ # od . 
t - 
* > ty Bs ’ ff ay 4 
f bec > 
} 
| 
| 
: 
| 
a y = ~ r 3 
2 - r Pri 3 > 
fi! * 
7 ie id -< 
i. | . \ + ; 
Fr 
H 
- 2 os ‘ i > 3 be 
74 
; ; x % 
7 ; — ~ > i 
: E “ ; 5 * “ 
=; 7 < af = . y < 
e Ls i2 ‘ tes : 4 
* Id 
7 = " 
ve or teed ee ee , ake 
hy ts aby ee Na Pitic ry ; 
* x — “3 =) 
ke aa a , VFL Perera? 
ai) = 
wi: > 7 iy 
4 © 4 phe eres “ eon 


po Pe ae 
Sou = * . 5 A rr E : E 
e : ; } 
_ bs ee 7 S \ ne ‘ E ' 4 
% 7. 47a =i ‘ ee ol } ie ogee 
_ ee a - 
z = . a J = s 
ms . F = a = 
> a? = : = ria EF e: 
2 - ks Piel 
he ‘ea + ets 2 sry 
wef Z< r ; 
Fey oe = ; ; 7 = 
& | = f= ¢ we 12 
- = ; » eer ea 
he 
+) —> 
<- 3 Pte s-- += 
=F *7 5 Pre md ee 
[ s 
i ie gee dined 13 ae eh ee Fi ae 
¥ 
sy - 4  : r , 
« ie a <f L 
= ae: amy , 4-5-2 f eo A ' coe PS, 24) ae 
> - 
v\,. - : + i t 7 ( a 
i - 4 4 ke <y _—" ; 
= * + Pt a 4 > “i 
— - ~ 
: ee 5 Sees eee So Mite: A * 1 we ee 
Se 1 6 PRON s Pot ae & 1 Rta ¢°5° tar bse 
ine =. had Peer ios | Ba we 
\ : 4 S| ; » 4 iS & “Ne 
i > 
t } ? 
ae 
} 


{ ‘ 
: Pi : d 4 : cy, 
+ t , 
-~ *s 4 
ae A SN eS. ¥ 
; . 
: ‘fT < bey a tos 
= fot. > ‘ * ‘ 
< 4 > ¢ a - 
S 


2 J > Sha tt a “die, Te ad 


hy - 
t ai ep x 
d af Tia 
Ce 
| ; i i be 
i a Soh iS % j 
+ 
a, dee 
i te... "2 
T n > tes 
cf 
| 4 ri 12 
ay a 
| ; o“* 
< 
: % | ' 
i 4 | rer 
. ae i 
+ se 
| - ee? ea 
Res 
’ £4 
i 
4 { "* . 7 


